150                                                    August 14, 2000

TO:       Distribution

FROM:     150/Chief Financial Officer

SUBJECT:  Announcing NASA’s First Regional Finance Office (RFO) –

          Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC) 

I am pleased to announce the consolidation of GSFC’s Financial Management Division and the Headquarters Accounting Division into the first NASA Regional Finance Office, effective August 13, 2000.  The RFO provides the financial, accounting, and funds control functions to GSFC, NASA Headquarters and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL), representing approximately 35 percent of the Agency’s budget.  For GSFC, this includes financial support to the Greenbelt campus, Wallops, the Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York and the Independent Verification and Validation (IV&V) Facility in West Virginia.

The consolidation enables us to develop a strong financial organization and to provide solid financial management advice.  Benefits from this consolidation include:  

1. improving customer service

2. improving current operational processes
3. maximizing the use of the skilled, but declining workforce by promoting teamwork 
4. consolidating and enhancing similar functions, such as reimbursables and travel
Our consolidation is part of an on-going effort to consolidate functions in the finance arena and to streamline NASA’s business practices.  There have been numerous studies and reviews of financial management functions, which have resulted in consolidation of the payroll function at the Marshall Space Flight Center and consolidation of foreign travel voucher and permanent change of station processing at the Johnson Space Center.  The future of NASA’s financial organization structure includes initiatives to further centralize and regionalize.

The organizational structure and key personnel of the GSFC’s Regional Finance Office are as follows:

Organizational Structure

Key Personnel
Regional Finance Office – Code 151
Director/Deputy Chief Financial Officer – Finance - Nancy Abell (Acting) 301-286-8599
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Regional Finance Office – Code 151
Deputy Director Regional Finance Office –Paula Gal-Edd (301) 286-5744

Systems and Policy Office
Office Head – Paula Gal-Edd

Code 151.1
(301) 286-5744

IFMP Implementations
Office Head – Joanne Sprunk

and Operations Office – Code 156
(301) 286-6312

Cost and Commercial
Department Chief – Sandra K. Brown

Accounts Dept – Code 155
(301) 286-0785

General Accounting Department -
Department Chief – Marilyn Mitchell

Code 157
(301) 286-9015

Financial Services Department - 
Department Chief – Gale Fleming

Code 159
(301) 286-5132 

Enclosed is the new CFO organization chart, RFO point of contact list, and RFO phone list.  For further information, please visit the Regional Finance Office Website at http://rfo.gsfc.nasa.gov.  

Nancy A. Abell
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